



TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — 
Florida’s Supreme Court today 
refused to postpone Ted Bundy’s 
execution, rejecting his lawyers’ 
plea to allow lower courts to de- 
cide whether the suspected serial 
killer was sane during his murder 
trial. 

“He wasn’t able to assist his 
lawyers, in fact he sabotaged a lot 
of what they were trying to do,” 
attorney James Coleman told re- 
porters after arguing the Bundy 
case before the Florida justices. 

Coleman was expected to carry 
the appeal to the federal courts. 

Bundy served as his own attor- 

“ney through much of his trial in 
the murder of 12-year-old Kim- 
berly Diane Leach of Lake City. 
He is scheduled to die Tuesday in 
Florida’s electric chair for her 
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kidnap-slaying. 

“Much of what he did, even at 
the hearing, undermined his de- 
fense and his lawyers were having 
problems controlling him, getting 
him to make decisions ... getting 
him to stick to decisions,” said 
Coleman, who is representing 
Bundy without a fee. 

Florida Attorney General Bob 
Butterworth said after the hearing 
that Bundy’s attorneys were 
“grasping at a straw.” 

“All the courts have found Ted 
Bundy to be competent during 
the Lake City hearing,” Butter- 
worth said. “We believe all the is- 
sues of competency were 
addressed last year by the federal 
courts.” 

The session was scheduled af- 
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‘ter Circuit Judge John Peach of 
«Lake City denied three claims 
Thursday in Bundy’s appeal and 
refused to stay the execution, set 
for 7 a.m. Tuesday at Florida 
‘State Prison near Starke. 

__ While the attorneys made their 
arguments, Bundy was scheduled 
to meet with FBI officials at the 
prison. The former University of 
-Utah law student also was expec- 
-ted to meet with authorities from 
- Colorado, Idaho, Washington and 
` Utah through the weekend. He is 
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Suspected in the murders of three 


dozen women in several Westerr 
states. $ 

One of his attorneys, Diana 
Weiner, has said Bundy is com- 
mitted to revealing all he knows 
about unsolved murders. She 
didn’t specify which cases. 

But Columbia County State At- 
torney Jerry Blair, who prosecut- 
ed Bundy for the 1978 murder of 
Kimberly Leach, said it is time 
for him to be executed, 

“It makes a mockery of our ju- 
dicial system every day that Ted 
Bundy continues to live,” Blair 
said. “People are virtually up in 


arms about this and every day, 


that justice is delayed, justice is 
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oukin’t/ be @xecuted for the 
each slaying while his compe- 
during, the Chi Omega slay- 
gs'is still being challenged in 
deral court and Circuit Judge 
ace Jopling improperly dis- 
ssed the Bundy case with pros- 
utOrs without defense attorneys 
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aims were rejected by 
who heard the arguments 
after Jopling disqualified himself 
Thupsday. — 
Peach said the defense should. 
have, raised some of the claims 
earlier and was procedurally 
barred from raising them at this 
time. He made his ruling after 
hearing about 40 minutes of ora 
arguments. i 
Bundy, whose case was depict- 
ed in the television miniseries 
“The Deliberate Stranger,” was 
sentenced to death for the Feb. 9, 
1978, murder of Miss Leach, a 
Lake City junior high school stu- 
dent. 





